
WESTERN DRESSAGE DIVISION 

 This is a new division added to our shows this year. Our rules for this division are a result of looking at 
Western Dressage Association of America rules for other associations and modifying them to fit the way 
our arenas are run as well as our group of exhibitors.  Horses may cross enter other western classes at 
the same show.  

ATTIRE 

A) Required: 

a. Suitable Western Hat or any approved riding helmet 

b. Long Sleeved shirt with collar 

c. Trousers, pants or jeans 

d. Boots 

B) Optional : 

a. Necktie, kerchief, bolo tie or pin 

b. Vest, jacket, coat and/or sweater 

c. Spurs of western or English style (western spurs with rowels must not have sharp tines) 

d. Chaps, shotgun chaps or chinks 

e. Protective headgear is not required to be of western style 

EQUIPMENT/GROOMING: 

A) Bridles 

a. Any Western type headstall must be used.  A breastplate and leather western cavesson 
can be used.  A hackamore or bosal is permitted on a horse of any age or any level.  
Roping reins are allowed (not English reins). 

B) Snaffle and Shank bits 

a. Follow the standard Western bit regulations 

b. Slow twist, flat, twisted, pointed edges nor gag bits are allowed 

c. Kimberwick  bits and bits with slots or loops on the inside of the ring are not allowed 

d. Curb strap and Curb chains – no tacks. Wire bumps or bars allowed 



C) Saddle 

a. A standard stock saddle, working saddle or Aussie saddle can be used but silver 
equipment will not count over a good working outfit 

D) Whips are allowed but no longer than 47.2” or 120 cm 

E) Illegal equipment: 

a. Any kind of boot 

b. Martingales 

c. Mechanical hackamores 

d. Flash, figure eight or dropped nose bands 

 

GAITS AND MOVEMENT: 

A) Walk 

a. Working Walk:  For a-beat, active energetic walk with forward-reaching steps and confident 
stretch to the bit.  Head and neck should swing naturally as a result of a relaxed back and 
free shoulders.  The nose bust be in front of the vertical.  The hind feet should touch the 
ground into or beyond the prints of the forefeet.  

b. Free Walk:  A relaxed Walk with unconstrained, forward reaching steps where hind feet 
touch the ground clearly in front of the footprints of the forefeet.  The horse must be 
relaxed and allowed complete freedom to lower his head and neck to stretch forward and 
down and out.  The length of stride, rhythm, the relaxation and swing through his back are 
of great importance. 

B) Jog 

a. Working Jog:  An energetic, regular, two-beat jog; the horse must go forward with even and 
elastic steps.  The back must be relaxed and the shoulders free, while there is an obvious 
push from the hindquarters.  The hind legs step actively up under the horse.  The horse 
must show proper balance and maintain light contact with the bit.  The horse’s nose must 
be on or slightly in front of the vertical.  The jog may be ridden either posting or sitting. 

C) Lope 

a. Three equal , regular beats with time of suspension after the third beat.  Lope is slower 
tempo than a canter and must keep the three beat rhythm or the regularity is lost.  Correct 
lope must be balanced, rhythmic, 3 beat with a clear time or suspension, straight, 



adjustable and supple, showing willingness to move forward in self-carriage with engaged 
hindquarters. 

b. FAULTS:   

i. Loss of three beat rhythm 

ii. Crookedness 

iii. Tight and tense back with short stiff neck 

iv. Horse on forehand and/or leaning on the bit 

v. Nose consistently behind the vertical 

vi. Change of tempo 

 

CLASS PROCEDURES: 

A) A rider can ride with two hands with split reins, connected reins or mecate reins in a 
snaffle or shank bit on any age horse. 

B) Snaffle bits must he ridden two handed. 

C) Shank bits can be used one handed or two handed but the reins cannot be connected 
nor bridged 

D) A caller can call the test for the rider, but only as it is written 

E) Should the rider or horse leave the perimeter of the dressage arena, they will be 
disqualified 

F) Arena is 40m by 20m 


